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What Do You Love About 


Northwest Park? 


Mary Fero and ANA Parks Committee 


uring the past year, many Allandale neighbors took 

comfort in being outdoors, and a great number of 

us found refuge at Beverly S. Sheffield Northwest 
District Park. The impulse to be with others, while staying 


at a safe distance, has brought families 
out in greater numbers for picnics and 
explorations of the wooded hillside. Pic- 
nic tables have become remote stations 


Charlie Fishes 


Charles Montgomery 


H i, all. I was asked to submit a fish- 
ing column by my good friend 
Aubrey Gill, who also happens to be the 
new editor of this newsletter. My name is 
Charlie Montgomery, and, like Aubrey, I 
am a native Austinite and an avid fisher- 
man. I was given this chance to write 
about something I love to do, so I am 
hoping that some of these tips and tricks 
I've learned over the years can help you 
and your family on your next fishing 
adventure! As a fisherman, I take in a lot 
of content and I know that there are 
many ways of approaching this sport. So, 
as a disclaimer, what I write about will be 
from my own personal experiences. Mine 
is not the only way to fish and may not 
always be the best way to fish, but if you 
want to get some local knowledge and 
insights on how to get out and enjoy this 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 


for work and school. Artists have set up 
easels near the pond, where blankets or 
benches serve as the base for casual con- 
versations and small celebrations. Chil- 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 


Make a Butterfly 
Garden 


Elaine Robbins 


hink that the species extinction crisis 
is so big theres nothing you can do 
about it? Think again. 

One million plant and animal species 
are threatened with extinction—a big 
problem, indeed—but there és something 
each of us can do about it. If we replace 
a patch of lawn with a pollinator-friendly 
garden and our neighbors do the same, 
together we can create a network that 
makes a real difference to the extinction 
crisis, argues entomologist Douglas Talla- 
my in his recent book, Natures Best Hope. 
Tallamy thinks that collectively the 
nationwide impact could be so signifi- 
cant that he calls the idea “Homeland 
National Park." 

Here in Austin, we're in a good place to 
have an impact, especially to help the 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 


The Allandale Neighbor 
is published bimonthly by the 
Allandale Neighborhood Association (ANA) 


www.allandaleneighbor.com 
EDITOR Aubrey Gill 


ADVERTISING Coti Heusmann, 512-348-8ADS 


allandaleneighborggmail.com 
DESIGN Cathy Savage 
PRINTER Worley Printing 


A SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR 
ADVERTISERS AND 
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 


CONTACT INFORMATION 
Allandale Neighbor, 
PO Box 10886, Austin, TX 78766-1886 
allandaleneighbor@gmail.com 


ANA Board of Directors 


PRESIDENT 

VICE PRESIDENT 
TREASURER 
SECRETARY 
BOARD MEMBERS 


Diana Wheeler 
Amy Wright 
Dan Eden 
Amanda Cagle 
Mary Fero 
Steve Johnson 
Andrew Kerr 
Hans Magnusson 
Joe Parsons 
Julie Peckham 
Janis Reinken 


ANA Executive Committee meetings are held on the 
first Wednesday of the month at NW Rec Center. 
General Membership meetings are held in April and 
October. (Meetings are currently held via Zoom) 


Committees 


BYLAWS 
COMMUNICATIONS 
FINANCE 
MEMBERSHIP 
NOMINATING 
PARKS 

SAFETY 

ZONING & PLANNING 
AUSTIN NEIGHBOR- 
HOODS COUNCIL REP 


Amanda Cagle 
Steve Johnson 
Dan Eden 

Amy Wright 
Amanda Cagle 
Mary Fero 

Julie Peckham 
Nathalie Frensley 
Caroline Reynolds 


Allandale Police District Rep. 
Officer Douglas Ellis, 512-974-5763 
douglas.ellis@austintexas.gov 


Allandale 


President’s Letter 
Diana Wheeler, ANA President, (512) 699-1848 
Allandale.neighborhood@gmail.com 


Hello neighbors, 

In some ways, it seems like the Snowpocalypse was ages ago... now that the weather 
is getting hot and most people’s plumbing issues have been fixed. My family was rela- 
tively lucky and only had to go without power for 30 hours, but I know some homes 
were without power for over four days. During that week of freezing temperatures and 
outages, I saw a lot of generosity: people sharing food and supplies, people delivering 
water to those without, families taking in “neighbor refugees” who were worse off, and 
people taking cookies to the Austin Energy crews restoring power. 

Adversity can bring out the best in humans. The kindness and humor I witnessed 
amongst my neighbors makes me proud to live in Allandale. 

Sincerely, 

Diana 


The Allandale Neighbor is published and 
distributed nee by the ANA. For 
more information call 512-348-8ADS (237) 
or email allandaleneighbor@gmail.com. 
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Home Worth? 
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Charlie Fishes 
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sport, this column may be for you. 

My passion for fishing came from my 
grandmother. She was one of those people 
who lived through the Great Depression 
and World War II. She was tough as nails 
but had a heart of gold, and was one of 
the most patient people I have ever 
known. She taught my brother and me 
how to fish by taking us to Town Lake 
(Lady Bird Lake) to fish for perch with 
worms and a bobber under the Lamar 
Boulevard bridge. As we got a little older, 
my brother and I ventured on our own to 
bank or wade fish Barton Creek for big- 
ger fish like bass or catfish. That soon led 
to canoe fishing, kayak fishing, and then 
on to purchasing bass boats. From there, 
I created one of the first Central Texas 
online fishing forums, fished tourna- 
ments, and even had a little hand in 
guide fishing. This all stemmed from 
those times under that bridge with my 
grandmother cheering us on as we reeled 
in small perch. Honestly, it still fuels my 
passion for the sport today, and I am sure 
it kept me out of a whole lot of trouble in 
my younger days. So regardless of wheth- 
er you are a mom or a dad or if you have 


0 or 100% experience, take a kid fishing. 
The moment will stick with them for the 
rest of their lives, and you may open a 
door to a passion that you never knew 
they had. 

We bass fisherman call certain times of 
the year “transition periods.” I think that’s 
just a fancy way of saying we dont really 
know where the fish are, but it really does 
play a big part in our fishing seasons here 
in Central Texas. Of course, we have 
spring, summer, fall, and winter, but as 
we know, the weather does not always 
cooperate. Those transition periods are 
when fish are moving from deep to shal- 
low water or vice versa, depending on the 
time of year and weather. The reason I 
mention this is because we have such big 
weather swings, and it can sometimes be 
hard to determine where the fish are. 
Typically, during the early spring — usu- 
ally late February to mid-April — the 
bass will start moving up shallow to 
spawn, which means the males move up 
to make beds for the big females to lay 
eggs. If you are walking a bank line or 
fishing from a boat, keep your eyes on the 
shallow water shorelines; you will see 
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white dusted areas on the bottom, usually 
a couple of feet wide and in a circular 
shape. The females will move up briefly 
to lay her eggs and then leave the male 
behind to protect the bed and the fry 
(baby bass). If you are lucky enough to 
find a bed with both the male and female 
bass on it, they will both be trying to pro- 
tect their bed. The male will usually need 
to be caught first; he will be the smaller 
and more aggressive of the two. Once you 
have him out of the way, you can start 
working on catching the female. I would 
recommend a full-size Senko or a plastic 
lizard, both Texas-rigged, and let the bait 
sit right in the middle of the bed. If you 
are lucky enough to catch both, I would 
highly recommend CPR (Catch, Photo, 
and Release). Both fish will go right back 
to the same spot you caught them from if 
released. Please remember these fish are 
doing what we need them to do to keep 
the resources alive and well for future 
fisherman. 

The next species of fish I'm super-excit- 
ed about this spring is Crappie. They usu- 
ally will start to move shallow to spawn in 
April, and continue through June. This 
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fish is fun for all ages, because 
they are aggressive and easy to 
catch. They also taste delicious! 
You can go to your local sporting 
goods store and find thousands of 
different crappie baits, but almost 
anything will work when they are 
up eating in the shallows. It’s 
always fun picking out different 
shapes, sizes and colors of baits 
with the kids. I personally like to 
rig for crappie with a small road- 
runner-style bait and a curly tail 
plastic grub attached to the hook. 
I use a light spinning rod and reel 
and six-pound monofilament for 
the line. I think the lighter gear is 
more fun to fish with, and the 
lighter line is less conspicuous to 
the fish. The roadrunner-style bait 
is a no-brainer bait that you can 
just throw out and reel in, which 
really makes it an easy bait for 
small kids to master. Be prepared 
though: I recently caught a seven- 


pound bass on this bait, so you 
never know what will eat it. 

The lakes I have recently been 
fishing are Lake Travis, Lake Aus- 
tin and Lake Walter E. Long. 
Most all of the local lakes are still 
in the “transition” period between 
winter and spring, so the fishing 
may vary day-to-day, at least until 
we get some consistent weather. 
There are some great spots to bank 
fish along most of these lakes, and 
you can research online to find 
some easily accessible areas. Again, 
regardless of your experience in 
the sport, this is a great way to 
enjoy the day with your kids and 
show them that there is more to 
life than Tik-Tok and video games! 

I look forward to being a part 
of this newsletter and will be back 
with some more fun tips in late 
spring and early summer. 

Tight Lines, 

Charlie Montgomery 3e 


Selling In 
Allandale. 


Being an Allandale resident, | know first-hand 
why this neighborhood is the best place to call 
home. Both of my children are proud Gullett 
alumni, and we love the sense of community 


this neighborhood brings. | am the founder and 
principal of Juice Real Estate and have lived and 
sold real estate in 78757 since 2003, establishing 
a reputation as a top agent in central and 
northwest Austin. If you are considering selling 
your home or just have a question about real 
estate, do not hesitate to reach out. 


Jason Heffron 


Broker's Associate 
512.658.8822 
jason.heffron@compass.com 


@ [H Juice Real Estate Group is a team of real estate agents affiliated with Compass. Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by federal, state and local laws. Equal 
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What Do You Love About Northwest Park? 


CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 


dren are enchanted to see the turtles, and 
birders have watched seasonal migrations. 

The tennis and basketball courts are 
open, and April is the start of baseball 
season. Informal soccer games and ongo- 
ing exercise classes regularly take place on 
the greens. Children continue to enjoy 
the playscape, and walkers, joggers, and 
cyclists find a route through the park and 
along Shoal Creek to be a pleasant diver- 
sion from city streets. Dog owners look- 
ing for new ways to instill good behavior 
in their pets find tips in training classes. 
And, last but not least, swimmers eagerly 
await the return of one of the best ways 
to beat the summer heat. In essence, 
Northwest Park has been a balm to lift 
our spirits, and perhaps never more so 
than this past year. 


A Future Park Designed by You 

This renewed appreciation for the nat- 
ural gem in the heart of our neighbor- 
hood gives us the perfect vantage point 
from which to tell our city parks leaders 
what's most important to each of us 
about Northwest Park. 

A new Vision Plan for Northwest Park 
will shape the future of the park for years 
to come. City Parks and Recreation 
Department (PARD) staff, collaborating 
with Watershed Protection staff, want to 
know what you like about the park — and 
what youd like to see changed or 
improved. 


Community Meetings and Survey 
You can help decide the park’s future 
by participating in community meetings 
or expressing your opinions in an online 
survey. The community meetings will 


take place on May 4, June 15, and August 
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3. Information and registration, as well as 
a link to the survey for the Beverly S. 
Sheffield Northwest District Park Vision 
Plan, can be found here: /ttps://www.aus- 


tintexas govlsheffield NW park 


Swimming Pool Replacement and 
Dam Restoration 

The Northwest Park Vision Plan pro- 
cess is happening as other major projects 
are underway in the park. The 65-year- 
old swimming pool has made its way to 
the top of the list for replacement, and 
work is anticipated to take place in 2024- 
2025. 

Construction for an approximately $5 


million dam modernization and restora- 
tion project is slated for that same time 


frame. The pool will have its own plan- 
ning process; the dam restoration work, 
which is tied to the levee that runs 
between the park and Shoal Creek, will 
directly impact any improvements ulti- 
mately approved for the park. 


Have Your Say! 

Much change is on the horizon, and we 
have a once-in-a-generation opportunity 
to help design the final outcome. Please 
visit the website for the Beverly S. Shef- 
field Northwest District Park Vision Plan 
and tell our city staff and elected officials 
what's important to you about this park 
we love so much. We need your voice and 
your participation. Thank you! 3e 


Maintenance efforts underway to restore the pond's habitat 
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Make a Butterfly Garden 
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many imperiled species of butterflies and 
bees that pollinate our crops and flowers. 
Texas has 442 butterfly species—more 
than any other state. Austin is on the mon- 
arch’s twice-a-year migration route between 
the northern U.S. and Canada and Mexi- 
co. Although vast stretches of lawn are a 
food desert to these pollinators, which to 
them is a food dessert? We can plant easy- 
to-grow natives to help them thrive. 

So what are you waiting for? Get out 
and start planting. You'll feel good about 
helping species survive, and in return, you 
can enjoy the dazzling beauty of butter- 
flies floating in your front or backyard. 


Plan Your Garden 

Select an area of your lawn that’s in full 
sun for at least half the day. To protect 
pollinators from the wind, look for a spot 
that is shielded by bushes or tall plants. 
Ideally, you'll have a spot close to trees 
that has native bushes, leaves, and weeds, 
which butterflies use to lay eggs, to shel- 
ter at night, and to overwinter. 

How do you get started? You can hire a 


qualified landscaper to design, dig out 
lawn, and plant your new butterfly gar- 
den. Or simply pick a few plants from the 
lists below to add to your existing plant- 
ings. 

If you are removing a patch of St. 
Augustine grass, remove it out to a depth 
of about a foot, and dont till in the roots. 
Add soil amendments based on your soil 
type. 

Your butterfly garden also needs a shal- 
low puddle or a moist sandy area—even a 
pan of mud that you keep moist will do. 
That’s because butterflies need to drink 
the salts and minerals that seep to the 
surface. 

Pick both nectar and caterpillar food 
plants from the lists below, or check out 
the Natural Gardener’s Butterfly Plant 


List at Attp://tngaustin.com/wp-content/ 
uploads/Butterfly-Handout-NEW pdf 


Choose Nectar Plants 

Start with generous patches of colorful 
nectar plants from the list below. Include 
plants that bloom into the fall: 


lA 
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= Fall aster 

" Frostweed (fall, plant seeds) 

= Gayfeather 

= Goldenrod 

= Gregg’s mistflower (spring to fall) 

= Indian blanket 

= Lantana 

= Milkweed 

* Purple coneflower (spring to fall) 

* Sage (particularly mealy blue, shrubby 
blue, autumn, and scarlet 

= Shrubby boneset (fall) 

" Turks cap (good for shady areas) 

" Verbena 


Add Caterpillar Host Plants 

Butterflies lay their eggs on host plants, 
so their caterpillars will have a ready food 
source when they hatch. Although butter- 
flies can feed on a variety of nectar plants, 
most species have just one or two favorite 
host plants. Plant some of the host plants 
below and you may get to observe butter- 
flies throughout their life cycle. Pipevine, 
for example, will attract the pipevine 
swallowtail to lay her yellow or orange 
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eggs, which transform into an orange- 
spiked black caterpillar, then a leaf-like 
pupa, and finally a new butterfly with ele- 
gant blue-black wings. 

Our neighborhood’s abundant oaks 
serve as host plants for hairstreaks and 
skippers, and hackberry trees are host to 
several species. Caterpillars are eating 
machines, so be prepared for them to 
chomp your carefully tended plant to the 
ground. Don’t worry, though; most native 
plants will grow back. 


Selected host plants: 

= Milkweeds: monarch, queen 

* Prairie parsley (order seeds from the 
Native American Seed Company), car- 
rot, fennel, dill: black swallowtail 

=" Lantana: hairstreaks 

= Native grasses and sedges, and senna: 
hairstreaks, skippers, sulphurs, satyrs 

" Passionvine: Gulf fritillary, zebra long- 
wing 

= Thistle: painted lady 

= Pipevine: pipevine swallowtail 


=" Spicebush: spicebush swallowtail 

Milkweed for Monarchs 

Monarchs need milkweed for nectar 
and to lay their eggs, but which milkweed 
should we grow? Tropical milkweed is 
lovely, but Leslie Uppinghouse, a horti- 
culturalist at the Lady Bird Johnson 
Wildflower Center, discourages people 
from using it. It is usually bred with pes- 
ticides, she says, and because it doesn't die 
back in winter, it can keep monarchs 
from migrating. More desirable milk- 
weeds—such as antelope horns, zizotes, 
and green—are annoyingly difficult to 
grow. Don't worry too much about plant- 
ing milkweed, says Uppinghouse. Wild 
sources are available, and for the monarch 
migration, she says that “milkweed is 
much more important in the Midwest. In 
Central Texas, it's far more important that 
we provide plenty of nectar for monarchs 
in the fall. They need that last boost of 
energy to get to Mexico.” 36 
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Deed Covenants 


Allandale Zoning and Land Use 
Committee 


Rens there were several days of 
comments on Allandale online 
forums about modifying deed restrictions, 
including an agent sending cards to resi- 
dences and a guy knocking on doors who 
was worried about two-story houses. 
What was that all about? Let's tell the 
story. 

Each property in Texas (and most 
states) can have records, privileges, and 
restrictions attached to the deed of the 
property. 

Records include important informa- 
tion. They could be an engineer's report 
from a hazardous material cleanup. If 
something is spilled on your lawn or 
seeps under your place via polluted 
groundwater from a nearby business, the 
engineer can record the "clean-bill-of- 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 


_ ———— 
e 2 
LES oa 


Roses are Red, 


Violets are Blue, 
Come in for a check-up, 
and a cleaning too! 


^ ^ Fs vó 
- Shoal Creek Dental Care æ 


Deed Covenants 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9 


health” following the cleanup, so there is 
a permanent record for any future buyer. 
Privileges can be things like shared 
access to a road or a lake on the prop- 
erty. Say some geologic feature, like a 
stream, restricts direct access from a prop- 
erty to a road; to gain access, rights-of- 
transit can be negotiated with a neighbor. 
These allow a path across their land to 
the road. The location of any path, the 
character of the path, maintenance 
responsibility, etc. are all recorded with 
both deeds, so that if either property 
changes hands, the access is preserved. 
Land-use restrictions are attached to 
all Allandale properties. The original 
developer had a vision of how the subdivi- 
sion would look and function, so they 
wrote specifications to ensure that each lot 
would fit that vision. The specifications 
constrain individual owners to build a 
house, and to develop and use their land 
compatibly with the developer’s plans. 
Much of Allandale was platted and 
subdivided as early as the 1940s, and 
more in the 1950s, finishing in the 
1960s. Allandale wasn’t like the infamous 


Levittown on Long Island; there was no 
“assembly line” builder. Folks bought a 
vacant lot. The lot had a number. It was 
up to them to design and build their 
house. There were architects and builders 
recommended by the developer, but each 
house was done individually, so the deed 
restrictions specified key constraints. Each 
developer had their own ideas, and some 
had lax restrictions, some fairly detailed. 
The restrictions can be specific for a par- 
ticular lot and change from lot to lot. 
Each lot in a subdivision has restrictions. 
The most basic restriction is on the 
kind of use -- housing or commercial. 
Next was the type of housing; most were 
limited to single-family. Then there were 
secondary restrictions affecting the 
appearance, like specifying wood or 
masonry exterior, where a garage could be 
located, a minimum building cost, and 
finally, a list to prevent attempts to avoid 
some restrictions. The latter can include 
prohibition on sleeping in tents, trailers, 
or chicken coops. This last may seem 
extreme, but with the effects of the Great 
Depression, the disruption of WWII, and 
another recession in the late 1940s, things 
had deteriorated for many folks. The 
AARP was started after the head of the 
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California Retired Teacher's Association 
found an elderly teacher living in chicken 
coop behind a bungalow in a town about 
30 miles from Los Angeles. 

The records, privileges, and restrictions 
are tied to the land. For some lots, this is 
by survey reference points; for some by a 
lot number that is tied back to a master 
survey that is tied to the subdivision 
records. When you buy your place, you 
get any existing house and improvements, 
the trees, and the covenants. At closing, 
youre given copies of all this. 

The covenants may have been written 
70 or 80 years ago, but they are still in 
effect. They are separable, so some can be 
removed and the others will still remain 
in force. Some of Allandale’s restrictions 
have Jim Crow provisions that the courts 
have ruled void; they are still there, but 
cant be enforced. The other restrictions 
in the covenants are still in effect. 

Originally, the developer enforced the 
restrictions. Now, enforcement is by inter- 
ested parties. Interested parties are others 
who are subject to the same restrictions, 
others in the subdivision. Occasionally, an 
outside party, like the neighborhood asso- 
ciation, will be accepted by the court as 
an interested party. 


55 Year Austin Resident 
35 Year Allandale Resident 
52 Year Attorney 


= Your need is our first concern! 


We will fix your tax 


and 


business problems 


Timothy M. Trickey 
Ph: 


E: Trickeylaw@gmail.com 
www.TrickeyLaw.com 


We create solutions for 
difficult challenges 


512.206.0569 


The restrictions are legally-binding contracts, so enforcement If you are interested in being the 2021 Block Captain for 
requires a lawsuit. That's usually a request for a summary judg- your block, please email allandalesocial@gmail.com for more 
ment. The covenants are clearly written and violations are obvi- information! 36 
ous, so there is not much effort in pre-trial finding or prepara- 
tion of argument. 

The restrictions are private property contracts, not under City 
control. Their effects are similar to zoning regulations, but very 


VIOLET CROWN CLUBHOUSE 


different. One can constrain what the other permits. Cities like ARCADE, ICE CREAM & BEER! 
a do not have zoning, but use deed covenants to regulate 
evelopment. 
Allandale Neighborhood Association’s website has a link where | * Espresso Drinks Tues - Fri: 8-12pm 
members can retrieve the restrictions that affect a particular street -Frosé, Beer, Ice Cream 
address. On the ANA home page https://allandaleneighbor.com, Thurs - Saturday Afternoons 


use the Membership menu and select the Deed Restriction item. 
The zoning committee can help, if you require it: # 


Allandale Social 


Allison Thompson = Common questions we get: 
Allandale Block Captains Needed for 2021! ' À How does our spending compare? 
We are on a mission to get a Block Captain for r How can we pay less in taxes? 
every street in Allandale! Why? Because a Block = ls our college fund on track? 
Captain is an integral component of keeping our | How should we invest our 401k? 
neighborhood safe, happy and fun! The primary Do we have the right insurance? 
goal of a Block Captain is to create a sense of com- What about wills snd trusts? 
munity on your street. This person will also help Can we afford to remodel or moye? 


facilitate any needed information exchange between 1 Should we buy a rental property? 
neighbors and the Allandale Neighborhood Associ- Shauld we just use index funds? 
ation (ANA). Being a Block Captain is a one-year 
commitment from January to December. We know 


we are getting a late start for 2021, but your com- Kevin X. Smith, CFA AUSTIN 
mitment will end on December 31, 2021. kevinig&austinwealthmgmt com ` WEALTH 
i MANAGEMENT 
Required Job Duties: 312-457-2003 i 
* Coordinate National Night Out for your Block Independent financial planning and education. 
in October Fee-hased fiduciary services. 
= Serve as a point of contact between your Block Zero sales pressure. 


and the ANA on issues related to safety, zon- 
ing, membership, parks, etc. We expect this to 


be minimal work, if any. We are “Zooming” through Real Estate keeping our 
= Must be able to attend an annual Block Cap- clients safe, healthy and happy. 
tains’ meeting Call us to learn how we are safely navigating home sales. 
Optional Job Duties: 
* Coordinate your Block’s participation in ANA : 
events such as 4th of July parade, It's My Park Ruth E. ` Evonne 
Day, creek cleanups, etc. New ANA events, Powers w i Gottsch 
post-pandemic, are being planned! EG T. * ". 
* Welcome new neighbors on behalf of your REALTOR®, ABR, aum, REALTOR®, CNE 
Block and the ANA. CLHMS, MBA, SRES | 512.810.3189 
= Create events for your Block (ex. Halloween, 512.964.3434 E" 4 
children’s activities). 
= Create methods of communication for your THE RUTH AND EVONNE TEAM 
Block (a Block-level listserv, phone tree, direc- 2x THE EXPERIENCE 2x THE SERVICE 2x THE REWARD 


tory or shared contact info, etc.). 


RA | Learn how you can profit from our experience. 


realty ruthandevonne@realtyaustin.com 
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Allandale Eating - Quick Bites 


Robert E. Mace, Dining from Daugherty 


We what a bimester it's been since 
we last broke bread! We had the 
Snowpocalypse of 2021, followed by the 
governor's cancellation of state-mandated 
masks and business occupancy. I hope 
you fared well during that unfair weather 
event and the subsequent ERCOTastropy. 
A number of neighborhood restaurants, 
funded by donors, stepped up to help res- 
idents. Pinthouse Pizza offered to fill 
drinkable water for folks. Cotton Global 
Disaster Solutions paid for 400 bowls 
from Chi'lantro and -100 meals from 
Old Thousand. Ranch Water/Players 
Reach/Yah Agency splurged for -225 
flat-top burgers and chicken sliders from 
Cover 3. Austin Winter Storm Relief 
sponsored Koko, the second-best food 
blogger in Austin, to provide -200 bowls 
of chicken or beef pho. Austin Winter 
Storm Relief also provided 300 small 
sandwiches from our Schlotzsky's. 
Nutrabolt and C4 sponsored -500 tacos 


from our Tacodeli. This was a neat way 
for sponsors to support not only residents 
in the area, but also our restaurants. 
Kudos all around! 

The governor rolled back the mask 
mandates and opened businesses, includ- 
ing restaurants, to 100-percent capacity, 
but Austin has seen things differently, still 
requiring mask use by citizens and restau- 
rants (at least as of March 27). The gover- 
nors order made it clear that individual 
businesses, among others, can set their 
own mask and occupancy requirements, 
ask people that don't comply to leave, and 
have those people arrested for trespassing 
when they don't. In short, respect the 
wishes of our restaurants or, if you dont 
agree, go quietly somewhere else. 

With possibly the best name in the 
business (both rep-wise as well as name- 
wise), Mo Pittle, who owned and operat- 
ed the JewBoy Burgers trailer at 5000 
Burnet before it bricked-n-mortared at 


5111 Airport Boulevard, has returned to 
the ‘hood with JewBoy Sub Shop at 
6701 Burnet Road, the former location of 
Pour House Pub. We stopped in, and... 
Oh. Yeah. Expect a review soon. The Jew- 
Boy Sub Shop opening was also, essen- 
tially, the announcement that Pour 
House Pub had closed permanently, pre- 
sumably due to COVID. Pour House 
had been temporarily closed since June of 
last year. 

If you are a fan of Diners, Drive-Ins, 
and Dives like we are, youll be excited to 
hear that Allandale is in the delivery radi- 
us of Guy Fieri's Flavortown (ghost) 
Kitchen. As you might imagine, with a 
burger topped with bacon and mac-n- 
cheese, it's comfort food to get uncom- 
fortable in your jeans. In other news, 
Humpty's Wall of Breakfast opened up 
the road at 8820 Burnet Road. Kitchen 
United has added Austin Daily Press 
(tortas and tacos), Grimaldi's (pizza!), Lo 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 14 
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STRAIT 


SMILE 
SIUDIO 


e Modern dentistry in a calm and relaxed environment. 
« Quality, affordable dentistry 
e Virtual services available 

e Contact us by text or online 
e All Digital scans and advanced techniques 
e Exceptionally well-trained team 


99090900000000000000090000000000000000900000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000€ 


We offer financing that fits everyone's budget and accept most insurance. 
An affordable membership plan is available for those without dental Insurance. 
Let our friendly team help you set up a visit to find out how we can improve your dental health. 


Call Today: 512.459.7811 
5017 Bull Creek Rd, Austin, TX 78731 | www.straitsmilestudio.com 


www.allandaleneighbor.com 


Dental excellence & 
Compassionate care 


John Babineau, D.M.D. & Michele Strait, D.D.S. 


Up to $75,000 to 
improve your home 
for sale. 


Zero upfront costs and no interest. 


We can help you sell your home faster and for 
a higher price. From painting & flooring, to 
staging & deferred repairs. 


Contact us today to learn more. 


7803 Deer Ridge Cir. - $1,050,000 ] 7112 Shoal Creek Blvd - $849,000 


4 beds - 3.5 baths - 2,791 sq. ft 7 sq. ft 4 beds - 2 baths - 2,690 sq. ft 


PROPERTY GROUP 


Rooted in Results 


AMY MINTZ m xs KAROL MAKI 
ealtor®, GRI, CLHMS -i y 2 ` 


512-917-4851 c 


We live here, we work here. Local. Indie. Austin. C © MPASS 


www.seedpropertygroup.com 
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Allandale Eating - Quick Bites 


continued from page 12 


Pan’s Kitchen (Chinese), and Proteinhouse (protein!) to the mix. And keep an eye 
out for Roya ghost-kitchening out of our District Kitchen. Chef Amir Hajimaleki 
has been conjuring impossibly gorgeous Iranian dishes in preparation for, hopefully, an 


eventual permanent location. 


In terribly sad news, just after his food co-writing debut last issue, doctors diagnosed 


Geoff the Ditch Cat with large-cell lymphoma, essentially a death sentence. He didnt 


respond well to chemo and passed away mid-March, leaving us hopelessly heartbroken. 


That cat loved pizza, but would go BONKERS for East Side Pies’ pepperoni and 
roasted green chile. Leave a smidge out for him the next time you partake. 3€ 


Tony C's Pizza & Beer Garden 


Robert Mace 


ony C's is named after co-owner 

Tony Ciola, whose family has been in 
the restaurant business since 1949. Ciola 
is a Vera Pizza Napoletana-trained piz- 
zaiolo and a Level 1 sommelier. With 
Tony C's Pizza & Beer Garden, Ciola 
wanted to recreate the New York street 
pizza vibe, hence a location with an 
ample outdoor patio and a snazzy yet 
approachable interior. In addition to 
pizza, his menu hosts various appetizers 
such as garlic knots, zucchini stocks, and 
Grandma Ciola’s meatballs; a half-dozen 
salads; a couple sandwiches; lasagna; a 
kid’s menu; and a family-pack to-go 
menu. Pie-wise, Tony C’s offers up a 
dozen specialty pies, including a Pizza of 
the Month. There are vegetarian options 
as well as a gluten-free crust option. The 
beer selection is solid with more than 30 
on tap and another dozen-and-a-half bot- 
tles and cans ranging from Uncle Bob’s 
favorite (Bud Light) to Pinthouse’s Elec- 
tric Jellyfish. 


The Prosciutto and Goat Cheese Pizza 
from Tony C’s Pizza + Beer Garden 


Our first foray was take-out, where we 
tried the Toasted Ravioli (cheese ravioli, 
Italian breadcrumbs, and marinara; $8) 
and two pies, the Mama Mia (pepperoni, 
pizza sauce, Italian sausage, and extra 
cheese; $15) and the Prosciutto and Goat 
Cheese (roasted garlic, prosciutto, arugu- 
la, fresh mozzarella, goat cheese, and olive 
oil; $15). The Toasted Ravioli were 
crunchy and zippy when dipped in the 
zesty tomato sauce. The pies are New 


Photo caption: Geoff the Ditch Cat at 
Thanksgiving 2020, RIP. 


York style, so the crusts are thin and pli- 
able with a thick and crunchy edge. 

On a second visit to try out the patio, 
we found the staff friendly and helpful 
while we ordered and enjoyed the Home- 
made Lasagna (Italian sausage, ground 
beef, marinara, ricotta, mozzarella, and 
parmesan; $14) and the Spinach & Goat 
Cheese Salad (pancetta crisp, croutons, 
goat cheese, egg, cherry tomatoes, red 
onions, and honey mustard vinaigrette; 
$11). We both wowed the lasagna, a bap- 
tism of immersive tomato flavor and lav- 
ish cheese-and-beef richness. Ordering is 
fast casual (and indoors). Insider tip: 
Order a small side salad with your lasagna 
and get an extra garlic knot for your plate 
(plus whatever benefits a salad gives you). 

Tony C5 Pizza & Beer Garden, 2900 
West Anderson Lane, (512) 595-7151, 
Attps://www.tonycsbeergarden.com/, full color 
review at www.austinwanderlist.com 3e 


One Happy Customer af a Time 
(512) 844 - 5552 
info@duhonelectric.com 


Bonded and Insured 
Master Electrician License # TECL 26523 


Mon-Sat: 8am - 9pm 


a > 812 Justin Ln., Austin, TX, 78757 
dia 5 ) arket (512) 520-5115 Sun: 8am - 8pm 


www.diasmarket.com 


ELECTR 


www.duhonelectric.com 
Serving lustin with quality electrical work for 15 years. 


grocery | fresh sandwiches | deli | grocery | wine and beer | pint night 
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Gullett Good News 


Amy Rostvold 


I we enter spring 

and the final months 
of the 2020-2021 school 
year, the Gullett Elemen- 


tary community remains 

united in our singular 

goal: to provide a safe and engaging learn- 
ing environment for our children, and to 
support our amazing faculty and staff. 
Geckos are enjoying this warm weather 
by spending more time learning in our 
outdoor classrooms, and the gardens are 
awash with new life -- veggies and flowers 
sprouting up from the dirt, a perfect met- 
aphor for the hopeful end to this chal- 
lenging and unprecedented year. Tina the 
tortoise survived the harrowing winter 
storm and has regained his (yes, Tina is a 
boy!) appetite and lively spirit, and the 
fish in our koi pond are enjoying all of 
the March warmth and sunshine. VIVA 
Gullett, our annual spring fundraiser, will 
be a virtual event this year, but our event 


volunteers are promising the most COV- 
ID-friendly, community-building event of 
the year. Interactive events and games 
include custom-crafted Easy Tiger picnic 
boxes, online trivia games, and a live auc- 
tion. Buy your tickets, become a sponsor, 
or donate auction items at Attps://gullett. 
schoolauction.netlvivagullett202 1/homepag- 
es/show. For more information about news 
and happenings around Gullett, visit 
Principal Tisha Browns blog: https://www. 
smore.com/z8hjs. 

For more information, please visit the 
Gullett school website (https://gullettgeck- 
os.com), or check out the principal’s news- 
letter, at Pttps://www.smore.com/Áfqcm 98 


Mk 


hat could be more perfect than a 

spring evening outdoors, watching 
your favorite neighborhood thespians do 
what they do best? Do you need a CLUE? 


McCallum Fine 
Arts 


Sabrina Wallace 


MacTheatre Presents: CLUE 
April 29 - May 9 

This spring, MacTheatre brings CLUE 
to the Open Air Stage. Bring your own 
chair or a blanket, and sit in the court- 
yard to watch one of the most hilarious 
pieces of theatre you will ever see. 

Shows run Thursday to Sunday at 8:00 
p-m., except on May 1, when the show 
starts at 7:30 p.m. to allow seniors in the 
cast to attend their Senior PROM! 

Tickets are limited, due to COVID- 
safety precautions. Please reserve your seat 
now at Attps-//mcecallum.ludus. com/index. 
php 

Note: We are still seeking a writer for 
the McCallum column in each issue, and 
welcome Mac parents OR students! In 
the meantime, check the website for cur- 
rent information (mccallumhs.com) or fol- 
low Mac Journalism either online (zzac- 
shieldonline.com) or on Instagram. The 
Mac counselors’ website is also a great ref- 
erence: (Pttps://www.maccounselors.comf/ris- 
ing-9th-grade). 3e 


X Springtime is here X 


WeSAllandale! 


GRADUATIONS! +e OUTDOOR PATIO * TAKE-OUT & CATERING 


SANTA 


RITA CAFE 


* 


512 419-7482 
santaritacantina.com 
1206 West 38th St 


ATX XX CANTINA 
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* 


? WINE BAR 


512-371-3400 
34thstreetcafe.com 
1005 West 34th St 
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The Neighborhood Funnies Cartoon Contest! 


N eighbors, we are starting a regular cartoon contest! The winning cartoon will be 
published for the next newsletter cycle (newsletter comes out every two months). 


The rules are simple: 

= Cartoons must make the editor and team audibly chuckle. 

= Cartoons must be related to our neighborhood in some form or fashion. 

= No political or religious content please, even if you think it will get laughs. 

= Nothing vulgar or offensive (not just to you, but to anyone in our community). 
= There is no age limit; we welcome submissions by ALL. 

= Cartoonists must reside in the neighborhood. 


How to submit a cartoon: 

1. Send cartoon images to editor@allandaleneighbor.com 

2. Please include your name or the name of the artist for credit. If you want to 
remain anonymous, we are okay with that, but give us your “artist name.” 

3. Wed like to be able to include some sort of bio on the artist as well: 
a. How long the artist has lived in Allandale. 
b. Where the artist is originally from (it's okay if its California. We promise!) 
c. If under 18 years old, I think it would be cool to have age of the artist. 
d. Any other fun and interesting facts you want to include. (I cant promise the 
extras will go to print, but if there is space, well try to make it happen.) 


That's all for now! We really hope to see some cartoons in the inbox, and I look for- 
ward to highlighting more of our creative and comedic neighbors! 3 


ay Champion 
——- Commercial 


Reduce your rent, save maney, 


Neighborhood Watch 


Julie Peckham, ANA Board 


Trend in Theft of Catalytic 
Converters 

Thieves are cutting the catalytic con- 
verters off of mufflers, especially from 
Toyota Priuses. If you can park your car 
in your garage, do so, but many of us 
cant. If your cars make and model is one 
that is targeted, possibly you could back 
it into your driveway where it will be 
more difficult for someone to mess with 
your vehicle. 

For those who wonder why Priuses, 
Car and Driver magazine reported in 
December 2020 that the thieves are most 
likely stealing the devices to collect the 
metals palladium and rhodium, both 
more valuable per ounce than gold. The 
Prius is targeted, officials said, because 
damage to those precious metals is far less 
in a converter on a hybrid car. 


Bike-Pedestrian-Vehicle Courtesy 
Cyclists of all speeds and abilities use 
the area's two-way bike lanes. Pedestrians, 
runners, and scooter riders share the side- 


SCOOP THE POOP 
Please and thank you 


wR; 
get the hest space. 40 Year Austin Resident F "i 


18 Year Real Estate Agent, 


Lease eleal noniis 14 Year Allandale Resident MARSA 2 


Office site selection/relocation 


Investor & Flipper 


Commercial purchases 


Proud Parent of Students in : 


Restructure existing leases 


Chad Proctor 
512-870-7292 


gag 


ChadProctor@RealtyAustin.com 
www.Allandaleliving.com 
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walks, and vehicles are navigating the 
road and their driveways. It is a bit like 
choreography; we hope all are watching 
out for each other and trying to time 
things just right to prevent collisions. If 
we all look out for each other, give space, 
announce when passing on your bike, 
and be aware of trash and collection bins 
on Thursdays, the dance will go smooth- 
ly. Being courteous to each other goes a 
long way. 


Our APD District Representative is: 
Officer Doug Ellis 

(512) 974- 5736 

douglas. ellis@austintexas.gov ¥ 


Real Estate Round-Up 


Debbie Trominski 


| ts happening! We are living in the hot- 
test real estate market in the country. 

Did you know that the average home in 
Austin receives between 10 and 20 offers 
and sells for an average of 896 more than 


the list price? It takes most buyers sub- 
mitting offers on five to ten homes before 
they develop a winning strategy. Com- 
pared to 2020, the number of homes for 
sale in the city is down 74%, and home 
prices have appreciated 2296. For me, as 
an 18-year veteran in this business, these 
numbers are staggering! 

Of course, being one of the best neigh- 
borhoods in Austin, Allandales numbers 
are also very impressive. Within our read- 
ership area that reaches from Anderson 
Lane to 45th Street, the first quarter of 
this year has seen houses going for 105% 
of their list price, with an average selling 
price of $898K. The first quarter of last 
year had homes selling for 102% of list 
price, at an average price of 


mobile workforce looking for better qual- 
ity of life, low interest rates, and builders 
being substantially behind in keeping 
pace with demand are all weighing in. 
Another interesting factor is that Austin is 
still relatively affordable, as compared to 
other desirable metros that also have good 
climates and a strong tech presence. By all 
appearances, things might seem to be 
appreciating too quickly. But looking at 
the bigger picture outside of our city 
shows that, even if it feels expensive to us, 
our real estate prices remain a good eco- 
nomic value to those who are moving 
here from out of state. There is definitely 
never a dull moment in the world of real 
estate. # 


$692K. These figures show that 
the first three months of this 
year have seen selling prices 
that are 30% more than the 
same period 12 months ago. 
This is truly extraordinary! 
Why are prices doing this? A 
number of factors are all play- 
ing their part. An increasingly 


+ 30% 


Average Sales Price 


$898k 8 


As compared to Q1 2020 
- 53% 


Average Days on Market 


Q1 2021 Q1 2024 


SIEVES 
PLUMBING 
REPAIR 


sewer & drain service * fiber optic drain line inspections 
* free estimates * satisfaction guaranteed 


Steve Brougher 
Master License M-39722 


512-276-7476 
2605 Buell Avenue 


www.allandaleneighbor.com 
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custo 


italian kitchen + wine bar 


"Undeniably Delicious” 


Lunch M-F 11-2 * Dinner Nightly 4-10 * Happy Hour Daily 4-6 
gustoitaliankitchen.com 
EST 2012 


All-Inclusive Invisalign 


for only $3,479! 


Affordable | Comfortable | Effective 


STRAIT 


SMILE 
STUDIO 


512.459.7811 * 5017 Bull Creek Road, Austin TX 78731 


www.straitsmilestudio.com 


Grit: The Secret Ingredient 


Elizabeth Falkin 


I we are on the brink of 
summer, many people are 
giddy about vacations, gather- 
ings, and for kids, no more 
school. After a year of confine- 
ment, what else could a person 
want more than to hang out 
with their friends? But we 
havent crossed the finish line 
yet. We have to push through 
the very last steps of this seem- 
ingly ceaseless pandemic, 
because if we quit the race, we'll 
never get the medal. 

Even the toughest of the 
tough can admit that this year 
has been brutal. Losing people 
is heart shattering, but even if 


if we quit 
the race, 
we'll never 
get the 
medal 


you haven't had direct contact 

with the outcomes of this pan- 

demic, it's affected you more 

than you would know. It is hard for your brain to cope with so 
much isolation. Your desk, room, and house have all become 


54 


94 


N TH: 


SSS ele) A arue] Scan the QR code to book online: 
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an inescapable blob of your own sorrow 
and remorse. It feels like you are in a glass 
box watching the world around you 
crumble to pieces, and you can’t do any- 
thing about it. 

When you're feeling this way, try to 
shake things up a little bit. Give yourself 
a way out. A way in. Try going on a long 
walk or painting in a park. Do something 
that will make you feel like you're stand- 
ing on top of your roof and exhaling 
while you look calmly down at the world 
beneath you, admiring your grit and how 
far you have come, have pushed through. 
Go stargazing and see comforting words 
written in the sky. Just keep pushing 
through. Stay safe, everyone. We're almost 
there. 3e 


Block 
Captains 
Needed 


Interested in 
becoming 
a block captain 
for your street? 


Email 
allandalesocial@gmail.com 
for more information 
or to sign up! 


www.allandaleneighbor.com 


ANA Membership 


All residents within Allandale's boundaries ate welcome to join the Allan- 
dale Neighborhood Association. Membership runs January-Decembet. 
Dues may be paid in advance for multiple years. 
Dues: U $20/household D $10/age 55+ household 
Please make checks payable to: 


ANA E PO Box 10886 W Austin, TX 78766-1886 
Or join online via PayPal at: www allandaleneighbor.com 


THANK YOU 
ADVERTISERS! 


HEARTSONG 
MUSIC 


CELEBRATING 16 YEARS IN AUSTIN! 


PARENTS, 
YOU'VE GOTTEN 
THEM THIS FAR... 


COMPREHENSIVE TRIP CHECK 


YOST AUTO I YOST AUTO || 
5415 N. IAMAR dfn AB 6517 N. LAMAR 


p. 
(512)5/4-95/8 YOSI [512)452-96/8 


WWW. YOSTAUTO.COM 
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Allandale Neighborhood PREAT STO 


Association T qii 
PO Box 10886 PAID 


EDDM RETAIL 


Austin, TX 78766-1886 


rachel nation 
Real Estate Hroker 


iiia pp AER 


ractielé? ractielation com 
ruin olde + Fuancackcotiupan emm 
512514. 5458 


Postal Customer 
Austin, TX 


REAL VISION 


PROPERTIES 


Allandale & Rosedale Area Specialist 
Premium Price, Fast Sale, Guaranteed 


David Starry, CRS 512-423-4000 
www.RealVisionProperties.com 
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ES z Painting / Remodeling 
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Call us today to schedule your free estimate! 
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